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Review: The Color of Courage: A 
Boy At War 
 
 
The Color of Courage: A Boy at War: The World War II Diary of Julian Kulski, is 
an incredible book, presented from his diary, depicting life during wartime with 
astuteness and courage. 
 
Will and courage surround Julian Kulski, when at the age of 12, he is recruited 
into the Underground Army. From that point, forward, his life will never be the 
same, and his strength and determination to survive is a testament to his 
courage. 
 
Beginning with his involvement with the Boy Scouts, emerges an adolescent with 
the resolve of an adult, a young boy wise beyond his years. He trains in military 
style, learns the ins and outs of various weapons, and eventually is involved in a 
secret endeavor. The endeavor involves the Warsaw Ghetto, where he goes with 
his commander. 
 
World War II and its staunch tactics employed by Hitler forced many to live lives 
of devoid of family, devoid of hope. But, Julian Kulski remained hopeful through 
all of the atrocities he witnessed, and throughout the course of the war. 
 
From his arrest when he was 14 to his being shipped to Auschwitz, and his final 
days in a POW camp, the story is compelling, forceful, educational and filled with 
events that are written so vividly, that the reader is amazed that the events 
actually occurred. 
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The story within the pages of Kulski’s diary reads like a novel of intrigue, and a 
spy novel. Let me be clear, it is not a novel, but the actual diary of Kulski, 
detailing his life from age 12–16 years of age. It is compelling and filled with 
minute details. 
 
The photographs speak of what once was, lives lived before, during and after the 
war. 
 
His story is finally told, and told with dignity, courage and inspiration. His diary 
depicts events as they happened, and not sugar-coated in any aspect. The Color 
of Courage is a book of extreme historical significance, in my opinion. 
 
The diary is a testament to war, to the horrific turbulence, and to the desire to 
escape the forces surrounding him. I highly recommend The Color of Courage: A 
Boy at War: The World War II Diary of Julian Kulski to everyone. 
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