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In vivid detail, Guzlowski 
recounts his parents’ 

experiences in Nazi concentration camps 
and life after the war as Polish immigrants 
in America. These poems are spare,  
appropriate for the hardscrabble lives of  
his parents. In one he describes his father, 
starving in the concentration camps: “He 
is a bony mule with the hard eyes / one  
encounters in nightmares or in hell, / and 
he dreams of cabbage and potatoes / the 
way a boy dreams of women’s breasts.” 
This is an astonishing collection. 
 
 
 
 


